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VisaCoach.com 
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Grady Galbraith 
3330 West Beechwood Court 
Springfield, MO 65807 
 
March 10, 2015 
 
Re: I-130 IR-1 Petition Review 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I have reviewed the documents that you have sent.  The following are my 
recommendations, how you can improve the petition so as to allow it to be processed 
more smoothly and quickly by USCIS. If you have any questions please call or email me 
at 1-800-806-3210 x 702.  
 
I am very impressed with how you put together this package it's very clear you followed  
someone's instructions. I hope they were mine.  Its a presentation format I would be 
proud of.  I like the way that you've used the two holes for acco binder at the top and like 
the use of indexing tabs on the bottom. 
 
CRITICAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
I think we spoke on the phone, and you mentioned you two don't really plan to remain in 
the USA, that instead you plan to retire to your home in the Philippines. Sorry, if I am 
wrong. However the petition you have presented, seems to confirm that plan.  
 
You spent a lot of time sharing your pride in your Philippines home, and have not 
provided much details about what will happen in the future in the USA. The consular 
officers don't want to be handing out Green Cards to people they think won't use them. 
They want to be certain that the Green Card will be put to good use.  
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To avoid delays or denials, you should bolster your case, by adding details about your 
plans for a life together in the USA, and cut back on the multiple references to your 
Philippines home, and plans to live there. 
 
Rewrite your history letter to include details of your plans for your life's together in the 
USA. Maybe you don't plan to really stay too long, well plans change, and immigration 
won't expect you to be frozen in your life's plans. But for NOW, in interest of obtaining 
her Green Card, you should make plans for your life's in the USA, and they should be 
backed up with details.  Ie: We will live here, she will go to school or work there, etc. 
 
References to your home and plans for retirement in the Philippines should be cut back. 
Talk less about this in your letter. Discard the full page of photos of your property. Keep 
the title in both names. Keep the more recent utility bills. But that's it as far as your 
Philippines property. 
 
Co-Habitation RED FLAG 
 
You have described a 9 year marriage, and referred to her traveling to meet you at some 
of your various job locations. BUT your I-130 #21 states the last time you lived together 
was in 2010.  The question is not really about having a joint lease, but by being together 
as man and wife. Hopefully you have much more recent dates, shared together. Even in a 
hotel.  
 
G-1145 
 
I note that you have included the G-1145 as a document that's item number three and is 
bound inside the petition. The G-1145 should be loose and attached at the top of your 
package. So just like the your check is paper clipped to the package the G-1145 can be on 
top and paper clipped too, or use a rubber band to keep it in the stack.  
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Non Critical + Cosmetic 
 
After you have accomplished the above, the following are minor changes you can 
implement or skip as desired. 
 
Index Tabs 
 
You have divided the petition sections by adding actual index pages that have the tabs at 
the bottom. That adds extra weight to the petition but is not really a good thing. As your 
petition is relatively thin it looks as if you're trying to purposely add extra weight. Which 
is not a good idea. I would use instead index tabs that are re-positionable.   
 
Your index tabs are not specific to one document but to groups of documents. A better 
use of tabs would be to make them smaller and provide one tab per each item. That way 
it's more clear to the reviewing officer when he's looking for a particular document how 
to immediately find it. That is the entire purpose of including the index tabs. Attached is a 
pdf called “Materials for Professional Looking Petitions”. It describes the bits I use, 
including re-positionable index tabs. 
 
 
Visa Photos Location 
 
You have included visa photos inside the petition package attached to the related G-325 
A's. A better way to make the photographs easily accessible by the reviewer is to attach 
the photos on top in a glassine envelope or even a simple Ziploc bag. See the attached 
pdf. 
 
Payment to USCIS 
 
In the memo field you have mentioned “I-130 application fee”.  We use the memo field 
to identify the check in case USCIS mislays it. A better description in the memo field 
would be to include your spouses name. I would change it to “I-130 for spouse Galbraith, 
Evelyn Condé.”  For clarity I normally write it as last name comma first name. You have 
used UPPERCASE on your cover letter which seems to be very clear as well.  
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Table of Contents 
 
In your cover letter the order of documents is confusing. You have a document for the 
petitioner then one for the beneficiary than later the petitioner again and then the 
beneficiary. It makes for clarity to assemble aal the petitioner documents in one section 
then all the beneficiary's in the next section. 
 
Your + Her Passports 
 
A valuable addition to your package would be a FULL Copy of every page   from your 
passport, as well as a FULL copy of hers. This allows the reviewer to note all your trips, 
plus to confirm those trips when you and her traveled to, or met in another country. 
 
CFO certificate 
 
I notice you've included her CFO certificate. This actually is not needed at USCIS or 
even at the consulate in Manila.  I would remove it from the package. 
 
Confusing Marriage Certificate 
 
You have provided a explanation why her mother was listed as deceased on the marriage 
certificate plus a second error regarding Evelyn's father's place of birth. It seems to add a 
lot of complication to try to explain these errors. I'm of a mind to either ignore them 
completely or go back to the National Statistics Office to have them correct them. I 
would use your current marriage certificate now with the petition. And then while the 
case is pending to ask NSO for corrections. 
 
Is her Visa Photo current? 
 
She says she has not been working since 2010. However the visa photo she's provided 
looks quite similar to other photos I have seen of gals who work in a shop or agency or 
store. The visa photo should be taken recently, within 90 days of the petition. If this 
photo is out of date, then replace it.  
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TOO MUCH UPPERCASE 
 
You did a good judicious use of capitalizing the family name and then upper lowercase 
for the rest of the words on your cover letter however the G-325s you filled out all use 
upper case only. WHILE not a deal breaker if you have need to redo these forms then 
type them normally using upper and lower cases. 
 
Residences + Work locations don't match 
 
In looking at your employment history I note that the same time that you were apparently 
working in Saipan you also gave a USA home address. This seems inconsistent with 
reality. When filling in the details of your residence history USCIS is more interested in 
where you put your head down and slept every night then the home you may have left 
behind and are still show on your drivers license. I suggest that you make your work and 
your residence history match, except for short-term assignments or travel.  
 
History Letter 
 
Your history letter appears clear enough it answers the questions why you guys of been 
going back-and-forth. As stated at the start you should to add to that letter what your 
future plans are. The only thing you said about the future is that you plan to continue 
developing the land in the Philippines. A better discussion would be about what your 
life's in the USA would be like. What she's going to do, what kind of work, or hobbies, or 
sites to see.  
 
Weak + Out dated Evidences 
 
As far as evidences of your legitimate relationship I think immigration is far less 
interested in what happened 10 years ago then what's happened in the last three or four 
years. I would discard your entire section of evidences 2005  to 2010. 
 
Your checking account records showing that you spent money at the time that you say 
you're together should be discarded. 
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Travel Evidences are Better 
 
Your proof of being in Cebu and spending money there it is not so useful. I would 
concentrate more on the times that you and her traveled together outside the country. The 
times you and her traveled to Taiwan or Palau together. And not worry too much about 
every time that you may have made a trip to Cebu. 
 
Joint Property Title/ Tax Receipts 
 
The treasury receipt for your property is a valuable piece of evidence. Unfortunately it's 
very difficult to make out the dates on it.  I would suggest you make a darker copy that 
makes the dates easy to read. 
 
Photographs 
 
Photographs are typically the most powerful demonstration of a sincere relationship you 
can present. You have wasted a valuable opportunity here. You have only provided a 
handful of photos that are basically selfies and which could've been taken at any time or 
place. And half of your photos just showing pictures of your property.  
 
Instead you should show photographs of you and her that PROVE what you have stted in 
your history letter. You should show photos with identifiable backgrounds taken together 
during your times spent together in Taiwan and Saipan.  Where are the normal special 
times you've spent together? Such as gatherings with her family, Christmas, 
Thanksgiving New Year's.  You made a special trip to be at her graduation. Show the 
photos from that time. A picture truly is worth a thousand words. 
 
Conclusion 
 
I can see that you're sincere guy and my guess is the consular officer would see that too. 
But you should make your petition more to the point. Choose some photographs of recent 
trips or trips you and your wife have made together. Update your history to talk about 
what your future is together. I know you're very proud of your property however that 
story does not need so much repetition. What you should do is have a bigger collection of 
photographs talk about your plans for a future together in the USA and that should be 
enough to win the interview.  
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Best 
 
 
Fred Wahl 
Visa Coach 
 
 
 
Ps.  At this point your petition review is complete. Please carefully follow the above 
advice, submitting your petition directly to USCIS.  If desired I can conduct a second 
review. Just finalize the petition, then send it to me. The fee for a follow-up review is $97. 
 
 


